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THE NATION’S

At a glance

Established—1779, ﬁrst law school in America
Afﬁliation—College of William & Mary,
America’s second oldest college, chartered in 1693
Location—Williamsburg, VA
150 miles southeast of Washington, DC
50 miles east of Richmond
45 miles west of Norfolk
Local Landmarks
Colonial Williamsburg, “the world’s largest living
history museum”
The College’s Sir Christopher Wren Building, oldest
academic building in continuous use in America
Jamestown, site of the ﬁrst permanent English
settlement in America
Yorktown, site of the battle that ended the
Revolutionary War

Oldest Law School

2009 - 10 Student body

Enrollment—650 full-time students
Male/Female Ratio—50%/50%
Percentage of Minority Students—19%
Average Age—25
States Represented—46 and the District of Columbia
Other Countries Represented—12
Undergraduate Colleges or Universities—264
Advanced Degrees—8%

2010 - 11 Tuition and fees
Virginia Resident—$23,800
Nonresident—$33,800

2009 - 10 Financial aid

Scholarship and Fellowship Recipients—424 (65% of
the student body)
Total Scholarship and Fellowship Value—$4.95 million

Degree programs

Summer abroad program

J.D.
J.D./Master of Arts in American Studies
J.D./Master of Business Administration
J.D./Master of Public Policy
LL.M. (Master of Laws in the American Legal System)

Spain

Semester exchange programs
Austria, China, Hong Kong, Japan, Luxembourg,
New Zealand, and Spain

Clinics
Domestic Violence
Federal Tax
Innocence Project
Legal Aid
Special Education Advocacy
Veterans Beneﬁts

Externships
Criminal Litigation
Federal Government
Judicial
Nonproﬁt Organization
Private Practice and In-house Counsel
State and Local Government
U.S. Attorney
Virginia Attorney General
Virginia General Assembly

Résumé :
A.B., Princeton University; M.A.R.,
Yale Divinity School; J.D., Yale
Law School; Ph.D. (History), Yale
University; one of the nation’s leading constitutional historians; author
or editor of seven books, including
Jim Crow Moves North: The Battle
over Northern School Segregation,
1865-1954 (Cambridge, 2005) and
Redeﬁning Equality (Oxford, 1998).

Message from the Dean
William & Mary holds a special place in American
history as the nation’s ﬁrst law school. Thomas
Jefferson had the original idea, believing that
university-trained lawyers could provide the leadership
necessary to the success of the ﬂedgling nation.
We’ve created for ourselves a compelling reputation
as a top law school with strong teaching, scholarly
excellence, and a commitment to training highly
skilled and ethical lawyers—citizen lawyers—who
are committed to serving the greater good.
Our faculty comprises gifted professors who
understand that teaching is a central focus of our
work, both in the classroom and one-on-one. You’ll
have an opportunity to study with nationally and
internationally recognized scholars, who consistently

publish inﬂuential scholarship and who help shape
the development of our legal system.
Our students are people the professors know
by name, not merely faces passing in the hall or
statistics on a list. We enjoy a strong sense of
community here, which helps to fuel our dedication
to educating highly skilled, ethical lawyers.
We hope that you will consider joining us
next year.

Dav ison M. Douglas
Dean and Arthur B. Hanson Professor of Law

Premier quality

W&M is consistently ranked
among the nation’s best
law schools.

Excellent value

Our competitively priced
tuition and fees and the area’s
relatively low cost of living
allow our students to achieve
an outstanding education at a
reasonable price.

Tradition and
innovation

We are proud to be America’s
ﬁrst law school and to be
home to the world’s most
technologically advanced trial
and appellate courtroom.

Faculty

Our professors are accomplished scholars and legal
innovators who are committed
to teaching.

Community

W&M faculty, students, and
staff work together to foster a
supportive environment.

A commitment
to educating
highly skilled and
ethical lawyers

Our Legal Skills Program helps
students gain the tools and
ethical sensibilities they’ll
need to be great lawyers.

Ideals in action

Faculty, students, and alumni
exemplify W&M’s citizenlawyer ideal, whether they
are crooning jazz numbers
at a beneﬁt for the Public
Service Fund or serving on
an international human rights
commission.
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First
American legal
education began
at William &
Mary. George
Wythe, far right,
was the nation’s
ﬁrst professor
of law. John
Marshall, who
would later
become known
as “the great
Chief Justice,”
was among
Wythe’s ﬁrst
students at
2
the College.

I N

T H E

Nation

Against the backdrop of the Revolutionary War,
Thomas Jefferson effected widespread changes
at his alma mater, the College of William & Mary,
while serving as Governor of Virginia and as a
member of the College’s Board of Visitors. At
his urging in 1779, the Board established a chair
in law, the ﬁrst in the United States. Jefferson
had a hand in the naming of his mentor, George
Wythe, to this professorship, which marked the
beginning of the training of American lawyers in
a university setting. It was a pivotal moment, not
just in American legal education, but also in the
role of lawyers in our society.
Up to that time, young men who wished to
become lawyers learned law under the tutelage
of a member of the bar. In his law ofﬁce in
Williamsburg, Wythe had mentored the young
Jefferson, devising a rigorous plan of study that
reﬂected his vision that lawyers should have a
broad education to prepare them for leadership.
For Jefferson, Wythe prescribed an extraordinarily
ambitious reading program, which included
not just the standard legal texts of the day, but

also ethics and moral
philosophy, classical
literature, history and
art. The bond between
the men was such that
Jefferson would later
refer to Wythe as a
“second father.”
Wythe was one of the most distinguished lawyers
and statesmen of his day. He was a delegate to the
Continental Congress and a signer of the Declaration
of Independence, a member of the Constitutional
Convention and a force behind Virginia’s ratiﬁcation
of the Constitution. Had his papers survived, he
might share the renown enjoyed by so many of his
students. If one measures the success of a professor based on the accomplishments of his or her
students, then Wythe was almost certainly the most
distinguished law professor in American history.

Zachariah
DeMeola

’10

Counting the lawyers whom he mentored before and
after his tenure at William & Mary, he trained two
presidents of the United States, Thomas Jefferson
and James Monroe; two justices on the Supreme
Court, John Marshall and Bushrod Washington;
several U.S. senators and governors, and many state
legislators and state and federal judges.
One of Wythe’s most illustrious students at the
College was John Marshall. Marshall’s time at
William & Mary was brief but potent in forming the
character of the person who would lay the foundations of American constitutional law. He was on
leave from the Continental Army when he attended
Wythe’s lectures on law in 1780.
Marshall is best known for two important
contributions to modern U.S. government. First, he
established the power and prestige of the judiciary,
so that it could claim equal status with Congress
and the Executive in a balanced government of

My background :
I’m from South Lake
Tahoe, CA; attended the
University of Pennsylvania
and earned a B.A. in
international relations and
American history; worked
for ﬁve years after college as
a paralegal and law clerk.
W here I see myself
in the future:
A litigator and an active
member of my community.

My l ife at W& M :
I served as 2009-10
President of the Student
Bar Association and also
was an active member of
the Moot Court Team,
the Public Service Fund,
and the George Wythe
Society of Citizen Lawyers.
I worked for Mayer Brown
as a summer associate and
accepted an offer to join
their Los Angeles ofﬁce
after graduation.

separated powers. He
asserted the judiciary’s
authority to expound
the Constitution as
paramount law and to
hold the other branches
accountable to that law.
Second, he interpreted the Constitution in ways that signiﬁcantly
enhanced the powers of the federal government.
He believed that those powers, though enumerated, should be construed expansively in order to
accomplish the great ends of government. Though
limited, federal power was supreme within its
allotted sphere, superseding state power whenever there was a conﬂict. Marshall’s opinions
were later used to justify the great expansion of
the federal government in the late nineteenth and
twentieth centuries.

Best experience :

The Law School’s Summer Abroad
Program in Madrid, Spain. Incredible
classes and professors, travel, friends,
and a dorm with a pool. What more
could you ask for?
3

T H E
In 2010,
members of
the Student
Hurricane
Network spent
spring break in
the Gert Town
neighborhood
of New Orleans
helping
residents
revitalize an
area damaged
by Hurricane
Katrina.
4

Citizen Law yer

Citizen
Lawyer

W&M Citizen Lawyers at Work

The Honorable
Susan D.
Wigenton ’87

American legal education began here in 1779 with an extraordinary vision, ﬁrst articulated by
Thomas Jefferson and George Wythe, that lawyers should play signiﬁcant roles in local, state,

was conﬁrmed by
the Senate in 2006
as U.S. District Court
Judge for the District
of New Jersey; previously served as a U.S.
Magistrate Judge and
was a litigation partner in a private ﬁrm.

and national affairs. Our citizen-lawyer tradition reﬂects the principle that, as important as it is to be

Lawyers have an obligation not
only to their clients and the legal profession, but also to society.
effective, skilled, creative attorneys, that’s not enough.

Three W&M students
have received the Virginia
State Bar’s Oliver White
Hill Law Student Pro Bono
Award since the award’s
creation in 2002. The
annual award recognizes
“extraordinary achievement in the areas of pro
bono and under-compensated public service work
in Virginia.”

Our professors set a
high standard as citizen
lawyers. When these
experts aren’t teaching or
advising students, they
testify before Congress,
contribute to amicus briefs,
start book clubs with prisoners, consult on foreign
constitutions, and serve on
ABA special committees
and commissions.
Seventy-four members
of the Class of 2010 were
recognized as W&M
Community Servants
for providing more than
3,400 combined hours of
pro bono legal assistance
or volunteer service.

Our students were
among the ﬁrst in the
nation to participate in a
pilot program sponsored
by NALP, The Association
for Legal Career Professionals, and Street
Law, Inc., to teach diverse
high school students
about legal careers.
The George Wythe
Society of Citizen Lawyers
is among our many
student groups that serve
the Law School and the

greater community. The
Society introduces 1Ls to
the citizen-lawyer concept
and to the Law School’s
history. It also hosts
a lecture series which
features distinguished
citizen lawyers.
The W&M Law School
Association confers the
Citizen-Lawyer Award
each year to a graduate
or friend of the Law
School who exempliﬁes
outstanding citizenship
and leadership.
law.wm.edu/about/
wmcitizenlawyer/

Holly Hazard ’ 8 4

is Chief Innovations Ofﬁcer
for The Humane Society
of the United States; cofounded one of the ﬁrst law
ﬁrms in the country focused
on animal protection law;
served for two decades as
Executive Director of the
Doris Day Animal League.

Andrew R.
Livingston ’90 is

a partner at Orrick,
Herrington & Sutcliffe in
San Francisco, CA; maintains an active pro bono
practice advising local
non-proﬁts; serves as Counsel to the Boys & Girls Clubs of
San Francisco and is a long-time member of the Clubs’ Board
of Governors.

Eric Cantor ’88, who represents Virginia’s
7th District, ﬁrst won election to Congress in 2000
and currently serves as Republican Whip; leads the
House Republican Economic Solutions Group, chairs
the Congressional Task Force on Terrorism and
Unconventional Warfare, and is a member of the
House Ways and Means Committee.
5
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Our professors make a difference for the better as teachers and as scholars.
Their commitment to both teaching and scholarship ensures that William
& Mary students receive high-quality instruction informed by current
research and legal innovations.
of powers. In my seminar,
Comparative Civil Procedure,
I help students explore
the various procedural
regimes around the world
in a very student-centered
approach to learning.

Paul Marcus

Haynes Professor of Law

Read our professors’ biographies on the web
and you’ll see that they’ve written hundreds of
notable books, treatises, and articles. Visit their
ofﬁces and you’ll ﬁnd open doors. W&M faculty
live the Law School’s ideal of the citizen lawyer,
much like W&M’s—and the nation’s—ﬁrst law
professor George Wythe did more than 200 years
ago. In keeping with that tradition, our faculty
conduct research because they want to effect
change; they teach so they can prepare a new
generation of lawyers to do the same.
law.wm.edu/faculty/

Résumé :
A.B. and J.D., University of
California at Los Angeles;
internationally known
scholar of criminal law and
procedure, jury behavior, and
copyright law; 2010 recipient
of the Commonwealth of
Virginia’s Outstanding
Faculty Award and the
2010 Walter L. Williams,
Jr., Teaching Award.
Favor ite cla s s to teach :
I can’t choose a favorite
among the classes I teach.
Each subject remains fascinating to me as we consider
all sorts of matters ranging
from questions of criminal
responsibility, to fair use
under the Copyright Act,
to rights of privacy for
public ﬁgures, to the Miranda
doctrine. All are truly
signiﬁcant and complex.
W hat interests me
as a scholar:
My scholarly interests
continue to shift. Over the
past decade I have explored
capital punishment, white
collar crime, comparative
criminal justice, and copyright
infringement actions. Part of
the joy of being a professor is
that I am able to look at many
different legal questions without feeling the need to focus
on just one narrower subject.
Why study law:
In order to make a difference,
a major difference. As a
lawyer you will have the tools
and the access to do just that.

W hat interests me
as a scholar:
I’m a steady proceduralist
with two primary research
agendas. The ﬁrst explores
recent changes to the
civil pleading system and
its impact on other facets of
litigation, such as discovery.
The second is a theoretical
study of jurisdiction and its
role in federal litigation.
Consider the areas where
law counts a lot: criminal
justice, environmental policy,
intellectual property, the
list is very long indeed. As
a lawyer you will be able to
tackle thorny matters in those
areas and many others that
you will study in law school.
Advice to law students :
Go to law school to bring
about change. So very many
of the vital issues facing our
society revolve around the law.
A good legal education—of
the caliber we offer here at
William & Mary—will enable
you to thoughtfully evaluate
those issues whether as an
advocate, a counselor, a judge,
a legislator, an academic,
or more fundamentally as
a citizen lawyer.

Scott Dodson

Associate Professor of Law

Résumé :
B.A. Rice University, J.D.
Duke University School of
Law; practiced law at Gibson,
Dunn & Crutcher and the U.S.
Department of Commerce;
previously taught at Duke
and University of Arkansas
law schools; writes and
blogs about civil procedure
and federal jurisdiction.
Favor ite cla s s to teach :
I love all the classes that
I teach. I enjoy teaching
1Ls Civil Procedure. It’s not
usually about front-page
issues, but I get to explain
the fundamentals of litigation
to students in one of the
ﬁrst courses they take in
law school. I also enjoy
Federal Courts, which
explores cutting-edge
developments of doctrines
of federalism and separation

Why study law:
When you ask a doctor,
“Why medical school?,”
the doctor probably will
respond, “To help people.”
Doctors wear basically
one hat—that of “healer.”
That’s a wonderful hat, of
course, but lawyers get
more variety. Tax attorneys
might be “problem solvers.”
Corporate attorneys,
“dealmakers.” General
civil litigation attorneys,
“zealous advocates.” Civil
rights attorneys, “worldchangers.” There’s a role for
everyone—each person just
has to ﬁnd the right hat. As
for me, I get to wear two that
ﬁt me perfectly: “teacher”
and “knowledge-builder.”
Advice to law students :
We don’t make lawyers—we
show students what they
could be. Law school is less
about the speciﬁc classes
you take and more about
ﬁnding your inner lawyer.

A ngela Banks

Assistant Professor of Law

Résumé :
B.A. Spelman College, M.Litt.
(Sociology) Oxford University,
J.D. Harvard University;
served as legal advisor to
Judge Gabrielle Kirk McDonald
at the Iran-U.S. Claims Tribunal
in The Hague; research
focuses on immigration
and human rights.
Favor ite cla s s to teach :
Immigration & Citizenship
because it deals with complicated social and legal issues.
In this class students have the
opportunity to think about and
play with ideas about membership within the American polity
and the relationship between
membership status and legal
rights. I also love that this
class enables students to see
how constitutional, statutory,
and administrative law interact
to regulate one subject area.
W hat interests me
as a scholar:
I am interested in structural
boundaries to political and
legal participation with a
nation-state and the role
of international law in
regulating those boundaries.
I am currently working
on a project examining
prosecutorial discretion in
immigration enforcement
and the role that human
rights obligations play in

the exercise of discretion.
Another project of mine uses
a human rights framework
to examine whether or not
citizenship is a legitimate
basis for granting residence
rights within a society.
Why study law:
While law school provides
an opportunity to develop
analytical skills, it also
enables students to gain a
deeper understanding of
the values and principles
underlying our democratic
society. This combination
of skills and knowledge
uniquely prepares
students for leadership
roles within our local,
national, and international
democratic communities.
Advice to law students :
Take courses in a variety of
subject areas because you
never know what you will
become passionate about.
My 1L public international
law course introduced me
to international trade law,
which prompted me to take
upper-level international
trade electives and practice
in this area after graduation.
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Legal Skills Program
The Legal Skills Program is a required eight-credit, two-year program that begins your ﬁrst day of law
school. This innovative, award-winning program utilizes a wide range of original materials and instructional
methods to teach you the skills you’ll need to succeed as a law student and as an attorney.

As a Legal Skills student, you will:
Be welcomed into the Law School community
and the world of law. Your legal education begins
with “Law Camp,” a week-long informative (and
fun) introduction to the legal system, law study,
and the lawyer’s role. You’ll have a chance to get
to know your classmates as you learn about the
profession, and receive expert instruction on how
to brief and analyze cases. You’ll start your 1L
courses ready to learn.
Develop professional skills as a member of a
simulated law ﬁrm. You and about ﬁfteen of your
classmates will become associates in your own
ﬁrm. Your Senior Partner will be a professor, who
often is also a practicing lawyer. A third-year law
student will take on the role of Junior Partner.
Receive training in ethics, legal research and
writing, drafting, interviewing, negotiating, and
trial and appellate advocacy. Through detailed
case scenarios and role-playing, you’ll represent
multiple clients from an initial interview, through
each step required by the representation, to a
logical conclusion for each client’s problem.

Appreciate the value and importance of professional conduct. Conﬂicts and dilemmas will arise
as you represent your clients in the Program, allowing you to learn about ethical practices and pitfalls.
Gain the conﬁdence you’ll need as you enter
the job market. Alumni often comment that
their Legal Skills training helped them feel well
prepared as they interviewed for summer or
permanent positions. Many employers have
reported that they’re impressed by the skill set
our graduates develop through the Program.
Find answers to the “big questions.” What does
it really mean to be a lawyer? Beyond knowledge of
the law, what skills do you need to represent a client
effectively? How do lawyers relate to one another
as colleagues or as opponents? Legal Skills helps
provide answers in the most direct way possible.
You’ll learn what it’s like to be a lawyer by taking on
the role of counselor-at-law.
law.wm.edu/academics/programs/jd/requirements/
legalskills/

The Center for
Legal and Court
Technology (CLCT)
and our students
In addition to its law
reform, research, and
consulting activities,
CLCT plays an increasingly important role in
the education of our
law students:

The McGlothlin
Courtroom, used by
many of our students
and the location for
Legal Skills trials, is the
world’s most technologically advanced trial and
appellate courtroom.
Using the same federal
court ﬁling system used
by lawyers in federal law
suits, you’ll electronically
ﬁle your Legal Skills
complaints and answers
courtesy of the U.S.
District Court for the
District of Maryland, a
CLCT Courtroom 21
Court Afﬁliate.

In your second year,
CLCT staff will give you
hands-on training so that
you’ll be able to use the
McGlothlin Courtroom’s
electronic evidence
presentation technology
in your Legal Skills trial.
CLCT members teach
courses such as Electronic
Discovery and Data
Seizures, Internet Law,
Privacy in a Technological
Age, and Technologically
Augmented Trial Advocacy
(Tech Trial Ad). In Tech
Trial Ad, your ﬁnal exam
will be a high technology
trial, complete with remote
witness and realtime court
record, presided over by a
federal or military judge.

CLCT’s unique Legal
Technology Summer
School draws law
students from around
the nation eager to take
courses not offered at
their own schools, and
W&M students who want
to lighten their course
loads during the forthcoming year.
CLCT entertains distinguished jurists from
throughout the world, who
ﬂock to the McGlothlin
Courtroom to learn about
the latest trends in legal
technology and accompanying legal issues.
W&M law students
are critically important
as CLCT staff members
who assist in nearly all of
CLCT’s endeavors.
www.legaltechcenter.net
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Joint degrees

LL.M. program

Opportunities to expand your horizons and your
graduate education at William & Mary include three
joint degree programs offered at the university.
Through W&M Law’s many study abroad opportunities you can learn more about the J.D./M.A. (American Studies Program)
J.D./M.B.A. (Mason School of Business)
legal systems of other countries, study with international faculty, sharpen your language J.D./M.P.P. (Thomas Jefferson Program in
Public Policy)
law.wm.edu/academics/
skills (though many courses are taught in English), and

Your passport to a global legal education

through the lens of another culture.
Through our Semester
Exchange Programs,
2Ls may apply to study
during the fall of their
third year of law school
at eight universities
around the world:
China University of
Politics and Law (Beijing,
China)
City University of
Hong Kong

Instituto de Empresa
(Madrid, Spain)
Keio University School
of Law (Tokyo, Japan)
Tsinghua University
(Beijing, China)
University of Auckland
School of Law (New
Zealand)
University of
Luxembourg
University of Vienna
(Austria)

gain a perspective on law

In addition, we offer
a ﬁve-week Summer
Abroad Program in
Madrid, Spain. More
than 4,400 students
from law schools across
the U.S. have participated in the program,
which is now in its
twenty-third year.
Courses are taught
in English by a W&M

programs/jointdegrees/

Each year our LL.M. program welcomes law school
graduates and legal professionals from around the
world for two semesters of study of the American
legal system. Students come together for a short
introduction to the program prior to the start of
fall semester classes, and then may enroll in
courses and seminars from the J.D. curriculum
law.wm.edu/academics/
that ﬁt their interests.
programs/llmdegree/

professor and Spanish
faculty from multiple
universities in Madrid,
many of whom are
leaders in Spain’s
government and legal
community.
law.wm.edu/academics/
programs/studyabroad/

Plaza Mayor, Madrid

Fatemah
Alshyay LL.M.

’10

My background :
I received my B.A. in law
from the College of Law
at Kuwait University. I
interned at several law
ﬁrms before becoming a
legal researcher for the
Kuwait National Assembly.

W hy I chose W& M :
My experience as an
international student at
William & Mary has been
amazing! It is a privilege
to study in a place as
beautiful and relaxing as
Williamsburg and I have
received a wonderful legal
education from America’s
oldest law school.

Favor ite cla s s :
International Criminal
Law with Professor Combs.
It was one of the most
informative and interesting
classes I have ever taken!

W here I see myself in the future:

I see myself shaping the future
of my home country as a part of
Kuwait’s National Assembly.
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Curriculum
Getting started: First and second year required courses
Our ﬁrst-year curriculum will introduce you to the essential analytical skills you’ll need to practice law.
Through the study of traditional ﬁrst-year subjects and your responsibilities as a ﬁrst-year associate
in a Legal Skills law ﬁrm, you’ll develop the ability to read and analyze cases, conduct legal research,
and prepare legal documents.
Required ﬁrstyear courses*
FA L L

Civil Procedure – 4
Criminal Law – 4
Legal Skills I – 2
Torts – 4
SPR I NG

Constitutional Law – 4
Contracts – 4
Legal Skills II – 2
Property – 4

Required secondyear courses*
FA L L

Legal Skills III – 2
SPR I NG

Ethics – 1
Legal Skills IV – 2
*credit hours as noted

10

Hitting your stride: The elective curriculum

Electives

Students in Professor Linda Malone’s International Litigation in U.S. Courts seminar provided research assistance in spring
2010 to Pentagon prosecutors working on the government’s cases against detainees held at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. Professor
Malone, Founder and Director of the Human Security Law Program, was recently awarded the 2009-10 Fulbright Distinguished
Chair in International Environmental Law by the Fulbright Scholar Program.

Starting in your second year, you’ll be able to choose
from more than 100 different elective courses and
seminars. Our elective curriculum covers every
aspect of law, from criminal law to entertainment law
to health law and policy.

Business Law

Commercial Law

Foundational:

Foundational:

Business Associations
Corporations
Federal Income Tax

You also may earn academic credit through:

Payment Systems
Sales
Secured Transactions

Supporting:

Supporting:

independent study with a professor
extracurricular activities such as serving on a
student-edited journal or participating in the Moot
Court Program or trial team
courses offered through the College’s other departments and schools

Accounting for Lawyers
Administrative Law
Admiralty
Antitrust
Bankruptcy Survey
Corporate Tax
Drafting for Corporate &
Finance Lawyers
Mergers & Acquisitions
Securities Regulation
(Survey or I & II)
Selected Problems in
Securities Regulation
Small Business Planning
Taxation of Small
Business
The Public Corporation

Bankruptcy Survey
Contract Theory
European Union Law
Government Contracts
International Business
Transactions
International Trade Law
Products Liability

In addition, numerous externships and clinics will give you a chance to earn credit, to gain
practical experience, and to develop professional
contacts. Our curriculum is designed to help you
achieve your career goals.
law.wm.edu/academics/

Constitutional Law
Foundational:

Federal Courts
Supporting:

Administrative Law
Campaign Finance
Comparative
Constitutional Systems

Comparative Law
Constitutional Law &
the Family
Constitutional Literacy
Election Law
Electoral Reform
Federalist Papers
First Amendment
Gender & Human Rights
Inﬂuence of Legal
Profession on Legislative
& Judicial Process
Law & Religion
Legislative Process
Presidential Public
Financing
Property Rights
State & Local
Government
Takings & Just
Compensation

Criminal Law
Foundational:

Criminal Procedure
Survey
Criminal Procedure I
Criminal Procedure II
Supporting:

Death Penalty
Domestic Violence Clinic
International
Criminal Law
Selected Problems in
Criminal Justice
Selected Problems in
Criminal Law
Terrorism
Virginia Criminal
Procedure
White Collar Crime

Employment and
Labor Law
Foundational:

Employment
Discrimination
Employment Law
Labor Law
Supporting:

Administrative Law
Alternative Dispute
Resolution Survey
Disability Law
Employee Beneﬁts
General Mediation
Labor Arbitration &
Collective Bargaining
Negotiation &
Settlement Advocacy
Selected Topics in
Employment Law

Environmental and
Natural Resource Law
Foundational:

Administrative Law
Environmental Law
Land Use Control
Natural Resource Law

Real Estate
Transactions
Selected Topics in Estate
Planning & Elder Law
Title Insurance
Youth Law

Health Care

Supporting:

Foundational:

Environmental Policy
Fundamentals of
Environmental Science
for Policy
Local Government Law
Property Rights

Administrative Law
Health Law & Policy

Family and
Personal Wealth
Foundational:

Bankruptcy Survey
Family Law
Family Wealth
Transactions
Trusts & Estates
Supporting:

Constitutional Law &
the Family
Federal Income Tax
Law & Intimate
Associations

Alexis
McLeod

’07
Legal Fellow,
International
Justice Mission,
South Asia

Supporting:

Bioethics, Medical Ethics
& the Law
Insurance Law
Medical Malpractice &
Health Care Liability
Selected Topics in Health
Care
Selected Topics
in Insurance Regulation

Intellectual Property
Foundational:

Copyright Law
Intellectual Property
Survey
Patent Law
Trademark Law

Supporting:

Copyright Litigation
Entertainment Law
Entertainment Law
Litigation
Internet Law
Media, Technology &
the Courts
Patent Appeals &
Interferences
Privacy in a
Technological Age

International Law
Foundational:

International Business
Transactions
Public International Law
Supporting:

Admiralty
Comparative
Constitutional Systems
Comparative Law
Cultural Property Law
European Union Law
Human Rights
Immigration &
Citizenship Law

My background :
I’m originally from
Mission Viejo, CA.
I studied Spanish and
English at the University
of California at Irvine.

International
Criminal Law
International
Organizations
International Taxation
International Trade
Islamic Law
Law & Development
Litigation in Civil
Law Systems
Military Law
National Security Law
Post-Conﬂict Justice &
the Rule of Law
Selected Problems in
International Trade &
Economics
Terrorism
Transnational
Litigation

Litigation
Foundational:

Evidence
Federal Courts
Trial Advocacy
Virginia Civil
Procedure

W hat I do :
As a lawyer for an international human rights
agency, I assist in the prosecution of perpetrators who
have trafﬁcked women and
children into the sex trade.

Supporting:

Administrative Law
Advanced Brief Writing
Advanced Research I
Advanced Research II
Alternative Dispute
Resolution Survey
American Jury
Conﬂicts
Depositions
Discovery – Pretrial
Divorce Mediation &
Family Dispute Resolution
Domestic Violence Clinic
Electronic Discovery &
Data Seizures
Entertainment Law
Litigation
General Mediation
Innocence Project Clinic
Legal Aid Clinic
Legal Technology
Litigation in Civil Law
Systems
Negotiation &
Settlement Advocacy

My career path
since W& M :
I was awarded a Morrison
Foerster/Equal Justice
Works Fellowship when
I graduated, which
supported my work at a
non-proﬁt law ﬁrm for
those living with HIV/AIDS
in Orange County, CA.
Following my fellowship
term, I was hired to
coordinate the ﬁrm’s AIDS
Legal Assistance Project.

Objections
Remedies
Special Education
Advocacy
Technology-Augmented
Trial Advocacy
Trial Strategy &
Persuasion
Veterans Beneﬁts Clinic
Virginia Criminal
Procedure

Taxation
Foundational:

Corporate Taxation
Family Wealth
Transactions
Federal Income Tax
Supporting:

Accounting for Lawyers
Employee Beneﬁts
Federal Tax Practice Clinic
International Taxation
Real Estate Taxation
Selected Problems
in the Taxation
of Mergers & Acquisitions
Small Business Planning
Taxation of Small Business

Best class:
I was fortunate to have
multiple classes with
Professor Jim Dwyer, who
truly pushed us to re-think
many of our basic notions
about human rights. That
classroom experience is the
epitome of W&M Law; it is
fertile ground for students
dedicated to becoming
excellent citizen lawyers.

Methods or
perspectives courses
American Legal History
English Legal History
Constitutional Literacy
Economic Analysis
Law & Literature
Law & Psychology
Law & Social Justice
Philosophy of the Law
Statistics for Lawyers

Clinics
Domestic Violence
Federal Tax
Innocence Project
Legal Aid
Special Education
Advocacy
Veterans Beneﬁts

Externships
Criminal Litigation
Federal Government
Judicial
Nonproﬁt Organization
Private Practice &
In-house Counsel
State & Local
Government
U.S. Attorney
Virginia Attorney General
Virginia General Assembly

Student-organized
learning experiences
Directed Reading
Independent Legal
Research
Independent Legal Writing
Moot Court
William & Mary Bill of
Rights Journal
William & Mary
Environmental Law and
Policy Review
William & Mary Journal of
Women and the Law
William and Mary Law
Review

W hy I became
a law yer:

I wanted to
fortify my ability
to advocate on
behalf of the most
vulnerable people.
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Institutes and Programs
At W&M Law, we have always thought that a legal education is more than just what’s taught
in the classroom. To ensure the fullest experience possible for our students, our six institutes
and programs offer a variety of lectures, panels, and conferences which examine cases before
U.S. courts, provide perspectives on other international legal systems, and address how law
affects human rights and shapes democracy. These centers also foster research, assist courts

Haitian diplomat René Magloire spoke with Kerline Joseph ’11, center, and Maakor Quarmyne ’11 after a panel on the Rule of Law in Haiti
sponsored by the Program in Comparative Legal Studies and Post-Conﬂict Justice in February 2010. The Program’s Director, Professor
Christie S. Warren, serves as the Senior Mediation Expert in Constitutional Issues for the United Nations Mediation Support Unit.

and judges, and give our students the chance to work on legal projects around the world. Former Center for Legal and
Supreme Court Justice Sandra Day O’Connor, FCC Commissioner Robert M. McDowell, and Court Technology:

Human Security Law
Program: Fosters
Dedicated to improving discussion of national
veteran Supreme Court reporters such as Joan Biskupic, Linda Greenhouse, and David Savage the administration
defense, environmental
of
justice
through
security, and human
have all taken part in our programs in the past year.
appropriate technology. rights issues. Offers
Conducts research,
occasional speciallaw.wm.edu/academics/intellectuallife/researchcenters/
including the Laboratory ized seminars in
Trials, designs courtwhich students have
rooms and courthouses, assisted international
and provides consulting criminal tribunals and
services worldwide.
the Guantanamo
Election Law Program: military commissions. Sponsors a
Assists state court
Distinguished Lecture
judges who are called
upon to resolve election Series. Partners with
student organizations,
law disputes. Recent
such as the Human
projects include a
manual for judges and a Security Law Society, to
web-based election law present symposia.
lecture series. Sponsors
events and conferences
with the student Election
Law Society.

At W&M Law, we have
always thought that a legal
education is more than
just what’s taught in the
classroom.
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Institute of Bill of
Rights Law: Encourages
discussion of constitutional issues through
lectures, panels, and
conferences. Presents
the annual Supreme
Court Preview, which
brings together scholars
and journalists for
lively analysis of the
Court’s upcoming term.
Supports the activities
of the IBRL Student
Division.
Program in
Comparative Legal
Studies and PostConﬂict Justice:
Focuses on legal and
policy issues facing
countries recovering
from conﬂict. Provides
comparative research

to organizations working in developing and
transitioning environments, facilitates
summer student internships with international
organizations, and
hosts guest speakers.
Property Rights
Project: Promotes
the exchange of ideas
between scholars and
members of the property rights bar through
lectures and an annual
conference. Recognizes
outstanding contributions of individuals to
the ﬁeld of property
rights scholarship
with the annual
Brigham-Kanner
Property Rights Prize.

The Wolf Law Library
The Wolf Law Library ‘s spacious architecture, extensive print and electronic
resources, and knowledgeable, friendly staff make it a welcoming place for
study and research.
The library’s
features include:
568 seats, 12 group
study rooms, and two
reading rooms;
Two computer labs and
six lounge areas (including one with billiards and
table tennis);
A Rare Book Room,
in which pleadings
signed by George Wythe,
John Marshall’s family

Bible, and centuries-old
American and European
legal works are on display;
A very strong collection
of print resources, including substantial collections
in constitutional, environmental, and international
law, jurisprudence, Roman
law and legal history, and
taxation;

Extensive on-line
resources and databases
from around the world
covering the spectrum
of law and law-related
materials;
Relationships with other
major libraries with whom
we share our respective
collections. If we don’t
own what you need, we
can get it for you via
interlibrary loan.
law.wm.edu/library/
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Student Life
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Our National Trial Team has become a powerhouse in recent years.
In 2009-10 W&M students won the Academy of Trial Lawyers of
Allegheny County Trial Competition, the Costello National Criminal
Law Trial Advocacy Tournament, and the Phi Alpha Delta National
Mock Trial Competition. In addition, a W&M team was one of
28 regional winners from a ﬁeld of more than 150 schools that
advanced to the ﬁnals of the 2010 National Trial Competition.
The team is coached by Adjunct Professor of Law Jeffrey A. Breit.

William & Mary law students are always busy making the most of a once-in-a-lifetime educational

Lend your time
and talents to:

Organizations
and social experience. You can be a part of more than 50 different student organizations. There that serve
are service groups like the Public Service Fund, educational organizations like the Children’s
Advocacy Law Society, ﬁve student-edited law journals and a student newspaper, as well as
trial, moot court, and alternative dispute resolution teams. And, as if that’s not enough, the Law
School hosts more than 80 lectures and conferences each year.
You’ll ﬁnd lots to do:
Get to know your classmates during the Student
Bar Association’s ski trip, winery tour, homecoming tailgate, and semi-formal dances.
Learn from top experts at the annual Supreme
Court Preview and at major conferences on topics
such as election, entertainment, environmental,
and property law.

Show your concern for the greater community by
participating in the Bone Marrow Drive Committee’s
5K “Ali’s Run,” or by contributing an entry in the
Thanksgiving and Easter basket competitions sponsored by the Black Law Students Association.
Exchange ideas with visitors from around the
globe; recent guests have included, for example,
diplomats from Haiti, Panama, and Spain.
law.wm.edu/studentlife/

Ta m a r
Jones

’11

My background :
Born in Queens, NY,
and lived in St. Louis,
MO, during high school;
attended Cornell University
and earned a B.A. in history
and Spanish literature;
worked for seven years as a
paralegal.

My l ife at W& M :
I am the 2010-11 President
of the Student Bar
Association and the
Articles Editor of the
William & Mary Journal of
Women and the Law. I’m
also a member of the Moot
Court Team, the Black
Law Students Association,
and former President of
the Student Hurricane
Network. I worked for

Bone Marrow Drive
Committee
Honor Council
Phi Alpha Delta
Phi Delta Phi
Public Service Fund
Student Bar Association
Student Hurricane
Network
Student Legal Services

Organizations
that educate
American Association for
Justice
American Constitution
Society
Asian-American Law
Students Association

the Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission
in Richmond, VA, in summer 2010.
My favor ite t hing
about W& M :
The variety of
opportunities to balance
hard work, play, and
service on a daily basis!
Our student organizations

Organizations
that publish

Black Law Students
Association
Business Law Society
Children’s Advocacy Law
Society
Christian Legal Society
Criminal Law Society
De Vecino a Vecino
Election Law Society
Environmental Law Society
The Federalist Society
The George Wythe Society
Human Security Law
Society
I’Anson-Hoffman
American Inn of Court
Institute of Bill of Rights
Law Student Division
International Law Society
J. Reuben Clark Society
Jewish Law Students
Association
Labor & Employment
Law Society

Lesbian & Gay Law
Association
Military and Veterans
Law Society
Multicultural Law
Students Association
National Lawyers Guild
Northeast Legal Society
Older Wiser Law Students
Outdoor Adventure Club
St. Thomas More Society
Sports and Entertainment
Law Society
Student Intellectual
Property Society
Students for the
Innocence Project
W&M Chapter of the ACLU
W&M Chapter of the
Virginia Bar Association
W&M Law School Student
Animal Legal Defense Fund
W&M Women’s Law
Society

play a critical role in
contributing to this wellrounded environment by
creating ways to socialize
outside the classroom,
serve the Law School
community and the
community at large, and
supplement our exposure
to important legal issues.

W here I see myself in the future:
If only I knew what I wanted to be when I grow up!
The only thing I know for sure is that I want to serve
my community—perhaps in government, at a nonproﬁt, in a ﬁrm, or something completely different.

William & Mary Bill of
Rights Journal
William & Mary Business
Law Review
William & Mary
Environmental Law and
Policy Review
William & Mary Journal
of Women and the Law
William and Mary
Law Review
Not Wythe-Standing
the News

Organizations
that compete
Alternative Dispute
Resolution Team
Moot Court Program
National Trial Team

My life experiences and citizenlawyer training have set me on the
path of service.
15
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Williamsburg

Williamsburg offers a unique blend of small-

While Williamsburg boasts all the comforts of a
college town—major chain restaurants and retail
town hospitality and big-city amenities. stores, coffee shops, and movie theaters—it also
Whether you’re a history buff, a lover of the has a charm you won’t ﬁnd anywhere else. Familyowned restaurants serve up Southern cuisine and
great outdoors, an avid shopper, or a connois- a weekly Farmer’s Market features locally grown
produce. The Student Bar Association’s Bar Review
seur of good food, this is the place for you.
programs will introduce you to the city’s nightlife,
from pints with friends to live music performances
to karaoke nights. You can stroll along historic
Duke of Gloucester Street, two blocks from the
Law School, and enjoy lunch outdoors. Or, you can
travel down Richmond Road to peruse the bargains
offered at our outlet malls. Students ride for free
on Williamsburg Area Transit buses, and it’s a
short trip to the city’s two new shopping areas and
local attractions like Busch Gardens.
The main campus of William & Mary hosts
many cultural events for law students to enjoy.
The university’s Rec Center offers a wide range
of athletic facilities, including a ﬁtness center,
At left, Grand Illumination ﬁreworks at Colonial
Williamsburg’s Governor’s Palace. Reproduced with
permission of The Colonial Williamsburg Foundation.
Above, New Town, one of the city’s newest shopping and
dining meccas.
Top, at right, Duke of Gloucester Street (or “DoG Street” as
it’s affectionately known) recently was recognized as “One
of the Top Ten Great Streets in America” by the American
Planning Association.

Victoria
McNamee

’10

pool, climbing wall, and basketball courts. Tennis
enthusiasts will enjoy playing in the McCormackNagelsen Tennis Center, located next door to the
Law School. Whether you’re up for kayaking on the
James River, biking on nearby trails, or golﬁng at
any of the area’s more than a dozen golf courses,
you’ll ﬁnd that Williamsburg’s mild climate beckons
everyone outdoors.
Guidebooks often refer to the area as the Historic
Triangle. Just a short walk from the Law School,
Colonial Williamsburg has been restored to appear
as it did when it served as Virginia’s capital. A
short drive down Colonial Parkway will take you
to Yorktown, the scene of the Revolutionary War
battle that triggered the British surrender, and to
Jamestown, the site of the ﬁrst permanent English
settlement in the New World.
All this and more makes Williamsburg a great
place to live…and study.

Where to live
You can live steps
away from the Law
School in the Lettie
Pate Whitehead Evans
Graduate Complex, or
the Gradplex as it is
better known, which
has two, three, and
four bedroom furnished
apartments. These
university-owned apartments are assigned
as space is available

and rent includes all
utilities, cable TV, and
high-speed Internet
access. Many students
opt to live off campus,
and rent affordably
priced homes, apartments, or condos in the
community.
law.wm.edu/studentlife/
studenthousing/

law.wm.edu/about/ourtown/

My background :
My hometown is Allegany,
NY; I attended the
University of Virginia as an
American politics major
and bio-medical ethics
minor; before law school
I spent three years as an
honors paralegal specialist
for the Civil Rights
Division of the U.S. Justice
Department.

My l ife at W& M :
I was a staff member of the
William & Mary Journal of
Women and the Law and also
participated in the Public
Service Fund. I worked
in the Washington, DC,
ofﬁce of Hogan Lovells as
a summer associate and
accepted an offer to join
the ﬁrm after graduation.

W here I see myself
in the future:
Civil rights lawyer.

It was a wonderful

Best experience :
My participation in
the Public Service Fund
was a highlight of my
time at William & Mary.

to raise money for

experience to work
a cause I believe in
with a great group of
dedicated people.
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Career Services

interviews with alumni attorneys, who’ll provide
helpful feedback. Early in your ﬁrst year, you can
sign up for the Co-Counsel Program, sponsored by
our Alumni Affairs and Development Ofﬁce, which
pairs you with an alumni mentor.

Our Ofﬁce of Career Services (OCS) is dedicated
to helping you ﬁnd a job that you are passionate
about. We believe successful career development
is a responsibility shared between the school
and each student. OCS relishes its role in this Career planning resources
partnership.

OCS offers:

Individualized career advising
Our priority is getting to know you. We offer oneon-one advising to help you assess your options,
reﬁne your career goals, and develop a job-search
strategy that will lead to a rewarding career.

Information Sessions. OCS offers information
sessions to help during each step of your job
search. In addition to practical “how to” workshops about effective resume preparation, cover
letter writing, and interviewing, OCS offers
sessions on topics such as the principles of
professionalism, business etiquette, the international job search, success in summer jobs, and
the hidden job market.

Panels about Practice Areas. Each semester,
OCS brings lawyers to campus to discuss a broad
range of employment settings and practice areas.
Panelists describe their career paths, provide
candid insights about their work, and offer career
planning and job search advice. You’ll have the
opportunity to meet and network with panelists at
informal receptions and lunches.
Mock Interviews and the Co-Counsel Program.
The adage “practice makes perfect” aptly applies
to our Mock Interview Program. You’ll have a
chance to hone your interviewing skills in practice

Employment proﬁle as of nine months post-graduation

Employer types and starting salaries
for 2009 graduates

Graduates reporting employment status ........................... 98.8%

Salary range ................................................... $32,000 – $166,000

Total employed or pursuing advanced degrees ................. 98.1%

Median private practice starting salary ....................... $135,000

(excluding 10 graduates not seeking employment)

Median public interest starting salary .......................... $46,500

Employment locations
33% Virginia; 67% out of state
33 states, DC, 3 other countries

18
18

Human resources
OCS Staff. OCS’s professional staff has more
than 45 years of experience in career placement.
They’ve established relationships with thousands
of employers around the world, including law

Class of 2009

Recent graduates proﬁle
Classes 2007 to 2009 employment status

Research Tools. You’ll receive a Career Planning
Manual (covering job search strategies, career
satisfaction, résumé and cover letter preparation, interview tips, and professionalism), a
Government and Public Interest Job Search Guide,
and an International Public Service Job Search
Guide. You’ll also have access to comprehensive
resources on our website and in the OCS library to
research employment options.

JUDICIA L
C L E R K S H I P S (14 . 8 %)
GOV E R N M ENT
AG E NC I E S (14 . 8 %)
MILITA RY JUSTICE
(2.7%)
BUSI NE SS/
INDUSTRY (6.6%)
PUBLIC INTEREST
ORGA NIZ ATIONS
(3.8%)
P R I VAT E P R AC T I C E
( 57.4 %)

ﬁrms, public interest organizations, prosecutors,
corporations and businesses, federal, state and
local government agencies, NGOs, and courts.
Their contacts also include organizations that hire
lawyers for professional positions not involving
traditional law practice.
Faculty and Alumni. Faculty members and alumni
also can provide a helping hand in your job search.
Faculty regularly assist students in securing judicial
clerkships and learning about substantive areas of
practice. Our 7,000-plus W&M law graduates live
and work in all 50 states, DC, and 38 other countries
and often are a valuable networking resource.

Support for public service careers
Summer Public Service Fellowships. During
summer 2010, the Law School awarded $300,000
in Summer Public Service Fellowships to 109
rising 2Ls and 3Ls. Over the history of the
program, fellowship recipients have worked on
six continents at civil rights organizations, human

T. A n d r e w
Culbert

’81
Associate General
Counsel, Microsoft
Corporation,
Redmond, WA

rights groups, legal aid societies, prosecutors,
public defenders, government agencies, think
tanks, and advocacy groups.
Outreach. Opportunities with government agencies and public interest groups are numerous, as
a result of our aggressive outreach to nonproﬁt
and public sector organizations and our membership in PSLawNet and Equal Justice Works. OCS
also coordinates student participation in several
public service interview programs.
LRAP. The Loan Repayment Assistance Program
(LRAP) helps make the choice of public service
careers more viable for our alumni. Graduates
working for private nonproﬁt organizations or
government agencies are eligible to apply for
up to $5,000 annually in loan forgiveness for a
maximum of three years.
law.wm.edu/careerservices/

My background :
I grew up in Loudoun
County, VA (when it
was rural) and went to
Williams College where
I majored in biology.
W hat I do :
I manage Microsoft’s
worldwide patent
infringement litigation.

I have a team of ﬁve
patent litigators and we
typically have a docket of
about 50 pending patent
infringement cases.
Much of the job entails
developing the tactics
for handling particular
cases and directing the
company’s overall patent
defense and enforcement
strategies.

W&M Law alumni can be found just about anywhere, doing just about
anything. Here is a sampling of places you’ll ﬁnd our graduates:
Private Sector
Akerman Senterﬁtt (CA, FL, VA)
Capital One (VA)
Dorsey & Whitney (NY)
Fulbright & Jaworski (DC,
Hong Kong)
Hansen Beverage Company (CA)
Hughes Hubbard & Reed
(NY, DC, France)
Hunton & Williams (NC, GA,
FL, NY, TX, VA, DC)
Jones Day (CA, PA, DC, Japan)
Kenlan Schwieber Facey &
Goss (VT)
Locke Lord Bissell & Liddell
(IL, GA, TX)
McGuireWoods (FL, NC, NY,
VA, DC)
Norfolk Southern Corporation
(VA)
Seyfarth Shaw (IL, MA, DC)
Sidley Austin (IL, NY, DC, United
Kingdom)

My career path
since W& M :
I’ve only had two jobs. My
ﬁrst job was with Drinker
Biddle in Philadelphia. I
had a varied commercial
litigation practice that
eventually became
concentrated in the
intellectual property
area. I became a partner
and enjoyed my time as
a Philadelphia lawyer.

Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher
& Flom (DE, IL, NC, DC)
Wilson Sonsini Goodrich &
Rosati (CA, DC)

Public Service
Atlanta Legal Aid Society
American Civil Liberties Union
of Virginia
American Constitution Society
(DC)
Colonial Williamsburg
Foundation (VA)
Disabilities Law Program (DE)
National Center for State
Courts (VA)
National Employment
Law Project (DC)
New York Legal Assistance
Group
Piedmont Court Appointed
Special Advocates for
Children (VA)

After 17 years I was
lured to Microsoft to
take on the role as the
person responsible for
all of Microsoft’s patent
litigation.
W hy I became a law yer:
I was attracted to a career
that involved analytical
reasoning and problem
solving.

Government
Attorney General of New Jersey
Federal Bureau of Investigation
City of San Francisco
Deutsche Gesellschaft für
Technische Zusammenarbeit
(Austria)
Internal Revenue Service
U.S. Attorney’s Ofﬁces
Judge Advocate General’s
Corps
Massachusetts Department of
Revenue
North Carolina Department of
Secretary of State
Ofﬁce of the Attorney General
(VA)
Pennsylvania Department of
Labor & Industry
Superior Court of New Jersey
USAID (Panama)

U.S. Department of Commerce
U.S. Department of State
U.S. Securities and Exchange
Commission
U.S. Department of the Army
(Germany)

Academia
Boston College Law School
Columbia University Law School
George Washington University
Michigan State University
Naval War College
Southern Methodist University
Stanford Law School
The University of New England
(Australia)
Villanova Law School

A dv ice for st udent s :

Always analyze every legal issue from
your opponent’s perspective, and
respect your adversary in the same way
that you would respect your own client.
19

You’ve learned about us,
now we want to learn about you
Application checklist
1. Completed and signed application form or electronic certiﬁcation if applying online;
2. $50 nonrefundable application fee payable to the College of William & Mary or
payable to LSAC if applying online;

3. Personal statement and optional essays;
4. LSAT score report sent by LSAC with transcripts of all undergraduate and graduate work;
5. Two letters of recommendation or evaluations (more are welcome); and
6. Application for Virginia In-State Tuition Privileges if you claim Virginia domicile for
tuition purposes.

Check out our blog at
law.wm.edu/admissions/
blog/index.php

“We look for students who have strong academic backgrounds and a sharp intellect
during the admission process, but we also look for those with drive, commitment,
and compassion. Each student is someone carefully selected from among many to
study law at William & Mary and, for us, each student is important.” ~ F a y e F. S h e a l y
Associate Dean for Admission

Class of 2012 proﬁle
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Number of Applicants:
4,984
Enrolled Students: 213
Acceptance Rate: 22%
Median LSAT: 165
(75th/25th: 166/161)
Median GPA: 3.66
(75th/25th: 3.77/3.42)
Male/Female Ratio:
54%/46%
Percentage of Minority
Students: 18%

Average Age: 24
Age Range: 20 to 41
States Represented:
35 and the District of
Columbia
Other Countries
Represented: Grenada,
Pakistan, and Vietnam
Undergraduate Colleges
or Universities: 125
Advanced Degrees: 7%

Class members have
diverse backgrounds
and include:
Four teachers

Peace Corps and AmeriCorps
volunteers

Class members have
earned degrees in
almost every discipline,
including:

An engineer

17 members of Phi Beta Kappa

Biology

A patent examiner

A guardian ad litem

Business Management

A legislative aide

Eight Eagle Scouts

Computer Science

Eight members with military
service

Paralegals and legal assistants

Foreign Languages

Four marathon runners

Government

A magazine editor

History
Humanities

Economics
English
Finance
Music Theory
Philosophy
Political Science
Sociology

Baltimore

Maryland
Washington

Fredericksburg

Virginia

Powerful education, great value
Richmond

Petersburg

Williamsburg

Yorktown

Norfolk
Virginia Beach

North Carolina

2010 - 2011

Virginia
Resident

Nonresident

Tuition & Fees

$23,800

$33,800

Living Allowance

$13,950

$13,950

Books

$1,350

$1,350

To t a l

$ 3 9,1 0 0

$ 4 9,1 0 0

Visit us
We invite you to visit and meet with an admission
dean, sit in on a law class, and take a tour with
a student. Visits are scheduled on weekdays
during the academic year with tours offered at
9 a.m. and 1 p.m. To schedule your visit, please
use our online reservation form at law.wm.edu/
admissions/visitus/tourreservations/, call us
at (757) 221-3785, or email lawadm@wm.edu at
least one week in advance.

William & Mary
tuition, fees and
cost of living are
competitive—some say
a bargain—compared
to most law schools.
Compare your options
and be the judge. Every
student admitted to
William & Mary Law
School is considered for
merit-based scholarships
and fellowships. To apply
for special fellowships

associated with the
Institute of Bill of Rights
Law, the Center for Legal
and Court Technology,
the Election Law
Program, and The Wolf
Law Library (law.wm.edu/
admissions/ﬁnancialaid/
fellowships/), interested
applicants should
respond to Question
35 of the admission
application. Most of
our students qualify

for ﬁnancial assistance
and educational loans
are available. To apply
for need-based funds
and federal student
aid/loans, ﬁle the FAFSA
by February 15 and have
a report sent to William
& Mary—Title IV Code
003705—for eligibility
and processing.

Admission Contacts

William & Mary does
not discriminate on the
basis of race, sex/gender,
religion, national origin,
sexual orientation,
political belief, disability,
veteran status, age, or any
other category protected by
the Commonwealth or by
federal law.

U. S . M a i l

F a y e F. S h e a l y
Associate Dean for Admission

Jen n i fer M .
Thurston
Assistant Dean for Admission

Nea l E . Wixson
Assistant Dean for Admission

(757) 221-3785
lawadm@wm.edu
law.wm.edu/admissions/
William & Mary
Law School
Admission Ofﬁce
P.O. Box 8795
Williamsburg, VA 231878795
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